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ACTION ITFE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 10-10 ISO-OO INSE-00 SCA-01 DHA-02 ORM-01 

L-03 AID-05 HEW-02 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 H-02 USIA-06 DODE-OO OMB-01 PRS-01 

/075 W 

064417 

PR 141101Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5057 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMCONSUL UDORN 
USMISSION GENEVA 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 5229 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, LA 
SUB J : LAO REFUGEES 

REF: A) STATE 192482 

B) STATE 191337 

C) VIENTIANE 5196 

1. IN REF A (PARA 4), DEPARTMENT APPEARS TO BE OPERATING 
ON ASSUMPTION THAT FIGURE OF 300 REPORTED BY IATF REPRE- 
SENTS ALL LAO FORMERLY EMPLOYED BY USG AND THEIR FAMILIES 
NOW IN THAILAND WHO WOULD QUALIFY FOR REFUGEE STATUS 
UNDER PRIORITY II. 

2. WE BELIEVE THIS NUMBER IS PROBABLY TOO LOW AND WOULD 
LIKE TO KNOW HOW IT WAS ARRIVED AT. 

3. THERE IS ALSO QUESTION (RAISED REF C) OF THOSE 
EMPLOYEES WHO HAVE ELECTED TO REMAIN IN IN LAOS FOR TIME 
BEING (OFTEN AT OUR URGING, BECAUSE THEIR SERVICES 

WERE URGENTLY NEEDED DURING DIFFICULT PERIOD HERE) BUT 
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WHO MAY DECIDE TO LEAVE SHORTLY AS PATHET LAO TIGHTEN 
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THEIR CONTROL OVER VIENTIANE AND INCREASE HARASSMENTS 
WHICH MANY OF THESE EMPLOYEES ARE ALREADY EXPERIENCING 
(INTIMIDATION OF THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES, 

VIRTUALLY COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AT SEMINARS, ETC). 

WE DO NOT RELIEVE THAT SUCH EMPLOYEES SHOULD RECEIVE 
LESSER TREATMENT THAN THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN CAMBODIA 
AND VIET-NAM SIMPLY BECAUSE PROCESS OF POLITICAL CHANGE 
HERE HAS BEEN OF DIFFERENT CHARACTER, SLOWER, AND LESS 
CLEAR-CUT THAN ELSEWHERE IN INDOCHINA. TO EXCLUDE 
SUCH EMPLOYEES "A PRIORI" NOW IS, WE BELIEVE, SIMPLY TO 
INVITE PROBLEMS FOR USG IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THAILAND 
LATER ON AND TO INVITE CONGRESSIONAL OR OTHER PRESSURE 
IN AT LEAST A FEW CASES. WE THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT 
(A) SOME ALLOWANCE FOR SUCH EMPLOYEES SHOULD BE MADE IN 
OVER-ALL QUOTA PLANNING; AND (B) NO RPT NO ARBITRARY 
CUT-OFF DATE FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF REFUGEE STATUS (I.E., 

BY FLIGHT TO THAILAND) CAN OR SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO 
DETRIMENT OF EMPLOYEES WHO HAVE STAYED ON. 

4. IN ADDITION, THERE IS QUESTION OF NUMEROUS LAO ALREADY 
IN THAILAND WHO DO NOT QUALIFY FOR PRIORITIES I AND II BUT 
ARE DEFINITELY HIGH RISK. SINCE IT APPEARS FROM REFS A AND 

B THAT SUCH LAO WILL BE COMPETING FOR SAME "NUMBERS" WITH VIET- 
NAMESE AND CAMBODIANS WHO DO NOT QUALIFY FOR PRIORITY I OR II. 
WE BELIEVE THAT ALL RPT ALL LAO WHO DO RPT DO QUALIFY FOR 
THOSE CATEGORIES SHOULD BE PROCESSED - OR ACCOUNTED FOR IN 
QUOTA ALLOCATION - BEFORE ALLOCATION OF NUMBERS TO NON- 
QUALIFYING CAMBODIANS AND VIETNAMESE BEGINS. 

5. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT 2,500 REPRESENTS A VALID 
ESTIMATE OF ALL LAO AND DEPENDENTS WHO MIGHT 
ULTIMATELY QUALIFY UNDER THE THREE PRIORITY CATEGORIS. 

WE FIRST ADVANCED THIS FIGURE IN VIENTIANE 4792; 

BANGKOK ENDORSED IT IN BANGKOK 14136; AND DEPARTMENT 
ITSELF APPEARS TO HAVE USED AN EVEN HIGHER FIGURE 
(STATE 174077) FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. 

6. WE DOUBT THAT MANY SPONSORS - MUCH LESS THE 

LAO REFUGEES THEMSELVES - WILL BE ABLE TO REIMBURSE ICEM 
FOR TRANSPORTATION. WE TRUST THAT THIS CONDITION WILL NOT BE 
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STATED OR EMPLOYED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO IMPEDE SEARCH FOR 
SPONSORS, A PROCESS WHICH WE EXPECT WILL BE DIFFICULT ENOUGH 
IN ITSELF. 

7. REQUEST DEPARTMENT/IATF COMMENTS. 

CORCORAN 
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